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As 2009 comes to an end and we wonder what next year will 
bring, let’s look back on everything that has happened this 
year on Symi. 

2009 has been a very productive year for the Municipal 
Authority with scheduled projects either completed or due to 
be very soon. Also, several new projects have started and are 
due be completed in 2010. Given that there will be Municipal 
elections at the end of 2010, we believe every effort will be 
made to show off the work that is being done.

However, we are not entirely certain if the new election 
law that is being drafted at the moment by the government will 
result in our Municipality remaining autonomous or whether it 
will be included with another island (e.g. Rhodes). It is highly 
likely that we will remain as a separate Municipality, but let’s 
wait a couple of months until the details have been published 
to be certain. 

The purpose of this article/review is to remind our readers 
of the most important events, month-by-month, that took 
place on Symi and which were covered by this newspaper. 
In addition, we present a collection of photos that follow the 
progress of many of the public works until now.

January

– The Municipality called a public meeting to discuss the 
issue of the State claiming the properties of Symiots acquired 
prior to Symi being part of Greece and for which limited 
paperwork exists. The meeting authorised a committee to take 
the necessary steps for the matter to be resolved. The MPs 
Karamarios and Nikitiadis expressed their solidarity with the 
Symiot people.
– Sokratis Maroulis was elected President of the Council for 
a third 2-year term. He is possibly one of the most successful 

A review of the year on Symi
BY DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS  chrysochoosd@yahoo.gr     PHOTOS SymiGreece.com info@symigreece.com

Municipality for a floating jetty at “Harani”, drawing an angry 
response from the Municipality.
– Parents are concerned after it was reported that a masked 
man was attacking young girls.

Continued on page 8» 

presidents of the past few years securing funding from EU 
programs for a number of major projects on Symi.
– The Municipal Authority secured the supply of a 4th 
desalination unit and work is underway for the building and 
operation of the other three. At the time of writing, the three 
units are fully operational and Symi is self-sufficient with its 
water supply. Work on building of the forth unit has started.
– The Port Office of the southern Dodecanese plans three 
new projects for Symi. Firstly, the widening of the coastal 
road and the creation of a platform at Panormitis Bay. In 
December 2009, the feasibility study was completed and the 
project will be awarded shortly at a cost of about €500,000. 
Next, the re-surfacing of the quay at Panormitis, and finally, 
the construction of a jetty in the Petalo area in Yialos. The 
feasibility study for this last project is already completed and 
awaits its inclusion in an EU program for funding. 
– The Mayor wrote to the Ministry of Transport complaining 
about the closure of the OTE (phone company) office in 
Symi.
– The sewage system has been extended at the Mili area of 
Horio and a new biological sewage-processing unit will be 
constructed in Pedi.

February

– The Mayor visited Athens where he had a series of meetings 
with Ministers and government officials as well as MPs from 
the opposition parties.
– The Junior Minister of Mercantile Marine, Mr Panayiotis 
Kammenos, signed off extra funds of €100,000 for the 
construction of related works (fencing, landscaping, etc.) at 
the desalination plant. 
– The archaeological committee declined the request from the 

A Year to Remember: 
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Editorial
As 2009 drAws to A close, the main article 
in this month’s paper is a look back at how The 
News of Symi has reported events over the 
past twelve months. on symi, the year started 
out uncertainly with fear about how the global 
economy would affect the summer’s tourism.  
while business for many, and maybe most, was 
down on previous years, it appears that symi has 
fared well given the circumstances, and there 
is a general feeling that the worst has passed.  
symi, unique, special and memorable, can look 
forward to 2010 with a feeling of optimism and 
pride at a job well done.
 
For those thAt work hArd to bring out 
each edition of this newspaper, 2009 will best 
be remembered for the arrival of the english 
language edition. With Symi finally having an 
“official” newspaper in English, the readership 
of the newspaper has expanded greatly. As well 
as printed copies available for free around symi, 
or through the post by subscription, the electronic 
version is available to read online or to download 
from www.SymiNews.com. Altogether, the 
readership of the paper has been boosted to over 
5000 copies per month, more than double the 
number than at the start of the year. with reason 
to be proud for a successful 2009, the paper will 
continue to expand and innovate during 2010. 
watch this space!
 
dominAnt in the minds of many of the 
local population in 2010 will be the election at 
the end of the summer season of the new mayor 
and council. with no candidates yet declared, 
The News of Symi is expecting a very interesting 
year ahead and we will, of course, report the 
news and keep our readership informed of the 
latest developments with interviews, analysis 
and reports.
 
the christmAs lights are twinkling 
around the island, and the bars and cafes invite 
both residents and visitors alike to come in, put 
up their feet, and accept the island’s hospitality.  
symi is a welcoming place, during the summer 
season and also in the winter. there really is 
nowhere better. 
 
And FinAlly, we can’t leave you without 
wishing you all a very merry christmas and a 
happy new year.  may it be a good one!

completed though it is poor in places.  the contractor is committed 
to make good these areas.

– the municipality took part in the international tourist 
exhibition in istanbul. 

– Business owners were worried about the start of the new 
tourist season.

– FAros celebrated its first birthday and operated the 4th vet 
clinic on symi in collaboration with the Aristotle University of 
thessaloniki.

– the arguments between the government and the opposition 
parties about the awarding of the contract for the subsidised ferry 
services continued and there were attempts to implicate Anes. 
the company published documents which proved the legality of 
the process.

May

– the wind-turbine to power one of the desalination units 
came to symi. After a short delay, production of drinkable water 
started in early december 2009.

– the leader of the dodecanese council was angry about the 
presence and operation of webcams in the harbour of yialos. After 
receiving numerous complaints, The News of Symi appealed to 
the hellenic data Protection Authority (see page 13 for details).

– symi was in the spotlight as mr Pavlidis mP, who was at 
the centre of the “scandal” of the awarding of the contract for the 
subsidised ferry routes, visited symi.

– celebrations to commemorate the 64th anniversary of the 
signing of the treaty at catherinettes to hand over the dodecanese 
to the Allies took place on symi.

– After a two-year wait, the new modern ambulance (donated 
by mr goulandris and ms stai) came to symi.

– the 5th greek conference of Voluntary Blood donation 
took place in symi.

June

– the construction of the new football stadium at Pedi, with 
athletics facilities, was announced by the municipality. After the 
current lease expired, the municipality borrowed the money for 
the project and awarded the contract. Fencing of the area was 
completed in december 2009. the new stadium is expected to be 
finished in April 2010. 

– european elections took place and the PAsok opposition 
was victorious. 

– After months of delay, construction on the Pedi marina 
continued. At the time of writing, 90% of the project is 
complete.

– work on the jetty by the clock tower began. the project is 
now completed with only some minor landscaping left to do.

– the first test-runs for the production of drinkable water by 
the wind-turbine-powered desalination unit started. 

– the court case between Anes and dodekanisos seaways 
ended after mr spanos was made to withdraw his accusations 
in court.

« Continued from page 7

March

– The News of Symi published its first english-language edition 
and received compliments from greeks in europe, America and 
Australia, and also from non-greek residents and visitors to symi, 
saying it gives them the opportunity to stay informed about events 
on the island. 

– the mayor gave a wide-ranging interview to The News of 
Symi, leaving open the possibility of running for mayor again in 
next year’s municipal elections.

– A public meeting about the new tourist season took place at the 
municipality. dissatisfaction was voiced about the low turnout. 

– carnival and clean monday events were organised by the 
municipality.

– the mayor wrote to the minister of mercantile marine and 
asked for a regular boat connection between symi and Piraeus. 

– the municipality installed 14 new solar-energy lamps in the 
streets of symi, to bring the total to 54.

april

– the problem with the boat connection between Piraeus and 
symi worsened. the mayor sent an angry letter to the government 
and the media.

– many street lamps were found broken and the mayor appealed 
to whoever was responsible to stop.

– the work on the widening and tarmacking of the road towards 
the mihaili monastery started. At the time of writing the work is 

Looking back at 2009
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“I flew over Ai Giorgis beach”
Stratos Giamoukoglou is “BASE jumping” on Symi

The beach of Ai Giorgis 
(St George) of Dysalonas 
is not just one of the most 
spectacular beaches on Symi, 
but also an international 
destination for climbers from 
all over the World who every 
summer visit Ai Giorgis and 
its 360 metre high vertical 
rockface. Beyond climbing 
however, the rock can also be 
used for another sport which 
is much more thrilling but also 
dangerous: “BASE jumping”

The term “BASE” is 
an acronym of the words 
Βuilding, Antenna, Span (bridge), and Earth, that is fixed 
objects from where the free jump takes place with a packed 
parachute which the athlete opens after jumping. 

A few days ago, Stratos Giamoukoglou, possibly the 
only person in Greece who is involved with the sport, came 
to Symi and was the first to jump off the rock of Ai Giorgis 
from a height of 230 metres. He actually made two jumps, 
one on Saturday 28 November and a second one a day 
later.

Other than Stratos, the team to Ag. Giorgis included 

BY CHRISTOS BYRON  christos@symigreece.com 

Stelios Dermitzakis, Panayiotis 
Hatzinikitas, Andreas Arva-
nitis, Lisandro Damonte and 
Loukas Hatzinikitas.

After walking for a long 
time inside the dense and 
inaccessible forest which is at 
the of the rock of Ai Giorgis, 
the team reached the edge of 
the rock at a height of about 
260 metres. From there they 
rappelled down for 30 metres 
to reach the suitable spot where 
the rock is completely vertical 
and ideal for BASE jumping. 
Wearing suitable gear (special 

clothes, helmet, etc.), Stratos jumped off the rock of Ai 
Giorgis and opened the parachute after 3-4 seconds. The 
fall lasted about a minute and he landed at the edge of the 
beach where the Mayor of Symi Lefteris Papakalodoukas, 
the Leader of the Council Sokratis Maroulis, and some 
Symi residents were waiting to congratulate him.

Stratos Giamoukoglou is a teacher from Edessa in the 
north of Greece and has been engaged in “air sports” for 
more than 20 years. He started in America with skydiving 
(free-falling from an aeroplane) and has made more than 
600 such jumps in his career. Later on in Greece, he was 
involved with paragliding as well as other “extreme” sports 
such as off-piste skiing (steep slopes, climbing, etc.). He 
also runs a ski school at the Kaimatskalan ski center near 
Edessa. 

He has been BASE jumping for the past 5 years starting 
in Brazil where he worked as a teacher and has already 
made more than 300 jumps. 

The sport is quite dangerous and as Stratos told The 
News of Symi “it requires respect and fast reflexes as one 
mistake may prove fatal, but on the other hand it is thrilling”. 
He has jumped from several places around Greece such as 
the shipwreck in Zakynthos (200m), the gorge of Aradena 
in Crete (130m), Monemvasia (85m), Metsovo (130m), and 
now in Symi (230m). He has also jumped off many places 
abroad. Last summer he made a BASE jumping tour with 

5 other athletes from Brazil and jumped 
off several places in Switzerland, 
Germany, Italy, France and Finland.

Since the sport is not at all well 
known in Greece, Stratos looks for and 
studies the jump sites by himself so that 
the jump is performed correctly and 
safely. As he told The News of Symi “to 
discover such places and to be the first 
to jump gives a great feeling because 
you open the way for others. Each 
place, each jump is unique, each one has 
its own beauty, its own charm. What’s 
important is to do a beautiful jump, a 
good flight and a safe landing .

Stratos knew for some time that 

there was a vertical rockface on Symi suitable for climbing 
(he is also engaged in rock climbing), but had never visited 
Symi before and only had good words to say: “Symi is a 
special island of unique beauty and Ai Giorgis is a fantastic 
beach. Of course, my first image was even more spectacular 
because I saw it from the top… I flew over the beach…a 
tremendous feeling. It is a place I’ve come to love and I 
will visit it many times, as will many others like me from all 
over the World. I thank St George and Panormitis”.

“I have a vision… I would like certain things that we 
only see on television  to become reality in Greece as 
well, because we have amazing places that have not been 
exploited, but we need open minds. And this is where I’d 
like to congratulate your Mayor because he has this quality, 
and I believe we will manage to hold a major event in 
Symi in the summer that will be unique in the whole of 
Greece…”

33 photos and 2 videos  from the 
fall off Ai Giorgis can be found at: 

www.SymiGreece.com/basejumping.htm

Photos © Andreas Arvanitis

From left: Andreas Arvanitis, Lisandro Damonte, Panagiotis 
Hatzinikitas,  Stratos Giamoukoglou. Photo © Stelios Dermitzakis
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operational cost.
November

– Stathis Kousournas MP visited Symi. The Mayor 
complained about the unacceptable behaviour towards the 
institution of Local Government by the MPs Kremastinos & 
Zoidis.

– The Municipality of Symi participated in the tourist 
exhibition PHILOXENIA 2009.

– A large crowd of people came to Symi for the Panormitis 
celebrations on the 8th of November.

– The 6th FAROS vet clinic was a great success. In the 1.5 
years of FAROS, 238 animals have been examined.

– The Greek Ombudsman pressured the Electrical company 
about its big biils.

– The Mayor wrote to the Ministries of Culture and Health 
asking them respectively to fund the repair and maintenance 
of the bell-tower of St John and deal with the understaffing of 
Symi’s two clinics. 

– As part of the consultation that for the purchase of a new 
boat to replace “Proteus” by next summer, representatives of 
the ANES board inspected two boats in harbours abroad.

– The Symiot philanthropist Michael George Cantonis 
died at 94.

« Continued from page 8
July

–  The 15th Symi Festival began.
– Concerns were aired about traffic congestion and noise 

pollution during the summer months. 
– FAROS held an art competition for Symi’s school 

children resulting in an exhibition at the Nautical Musseum 
in Yialos with more than 200 people attending. At the same 
time FAROS published a Symi calendar for 2010 containing 
the best of the entries.

– The General Assembly of ANES elected a new Board. 
The Assembly commited the new Board to make sure there 
was a daily return boat between Symi and Rhodes all year 
round and explored the option of receiving a subsidy. The 
current (December 2009) projections show that the deficit for 
the company for running this service will be about €200,000.

August

– The Symi Festival had its official premiere with a concert 
by Eleni Tsaligopoulou on the 1st of August. It was the first 
time the Ministry of Culture refused to give any money for 
the Festival.

– “Greece is like a fairytale”, The News of Symi interviewed 
the Austrian Ambassador.

– The national daily “TA NEA” interviewed the Mayor.
september

– This year’s Symi Festival ended in success with the Peace 
Swim between Symi and Datca. The News of Symi published a 
detailed review of the Festival.

– The university success rate of Symi’s school children is 
reported as 90%.

– The classification of the Symi Municipal Archive is 
announced to soon become digital.

– The first volume of the dictionary of the Symiot dialect, 
by Giannis Volonakis, was published.

– 11/9/1979 – 11/9/2009: ANES is 30 years old!
OctOber

– New government, greater expectations: PASOK won a 
landslide in the snap general election. 

– The News of Symi, in collaboration with the website 
SymiGreece.com prepared the first scientific general-purpose 
survey for Symi. Apart from everything else, the survey 
will include a “special questionnaire” about the upcoming 
Municipal elections. The first interviews of this major survey 
will take place near the end of January. 

– The desalination units started to produce water. The 
Mayor asked the relevant Ministry for funding to cover their 

Nikolas Patisserie
Symi sweets, Cookies, Ice Creams

The only traditional patisserie - in Yialos since 1925 

Greek & Foreign Press
Papers, Magazines, Books, Cigars & Cigarettes

Next to Mina’s shop - Tel. 22460 71675 

The footpath from Ai Giorgis of Drakounda to Nimborio

The indoor arena in Horio

Photos © SymiGreece.com
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Sergei was a Russian who became a Symiot by leaps and 
bounds – he was the Cossack dancer of the Kali Strata.

Opa! Cossack style, half crouched on his knees and arms 
outstretched, he could dance his way down the full length of 
the Kali Strata (and that’s 400-plus steps) in less than five 
minutes.

Opa! He could make the climb back, still dancing, in only 
a little more than that time.

Opa! And he could do all of this five or six times without 
a break.

A pause in this breathlessness while I nod acknowledg-
ment to my dear and late 
friend Foteinos who told 
me about Sergei, along with 
most of the other characters 
in this series.

Meantime, to gain a full 
appreciation  of this Cossack 
dancing champion we need 
to take our own big jump 
backwards to the immedi-
ate post-war years – 1945 or 
thereabouts.

One winter’s day Sergei 
arrived on Symi in circum-
stances that were a little 
mystifying since, because of 
the weather, there had been 
no registered shipping move-
ments to the island for nearly two weeks.

He was simply there. A small, stocky man, early thirties, 
with greying close-cropped hair. Ordinary looking chap.

Or he was until the night he turned up at a cafeneion in 
Chorio – he’d rented a room up there -  in full Cossack regalia. 
A cloak, black on the outside with a scarlet lining. A studded 
belt. Thigh length leather boots. A ruffed silk blouse. A round 
cap decorated with bullets and bronze coins.

And then, a twirl on his heels, a flourish of his cape, he 
went off into the night like a prince of darkness (there were no 
street lights then) as he made his first descent, followed by the 
ascent, of the Kali Strata.

That daredevil debut established Sergei’s presence on the 
island and in the months that followed he elevated – literally 
that – his standing by regularly taking half a dozen steps in 
one flamboyant Cossack lunge. 

A show-off? I suggested this to Foteinos. And I remember 
his reply. “No. A showman. If a man has an art, he needs to 
practice it.”

Some others took a less charitable view, it seems. There 
were stories that Sergei was a Russian spy, a KGB agent, and 
that – an expression of the day – his flamboyance was “the 
flower that fronts the thorn.” It’s got to be remembered that 
Symi was weary of war-time occupation by three nations and 

Five Minute Lives #2
The Cossack Dancer of the Kali Strata
BY JIM GIBBINS

so perhaps there were grounds for the fear that the then Soviet 
Union was plotting to take over the island because of its stra-
tegic proximity to Turkey.

The doubters cited his mysterious arrival and the fact that 
he spoke fluent Greek, English and Italian. What’s more, he 
had unlimited supplies of vodka, a rarity in Greece in those 
days, and, apparently worse, he was accomplished in the 
playing of the bouzouki and even (a leftover from the British 
occupation) the bagpipes. Definitely, a spy!

Poor Sergei couldn’t even take to the water for a fish-
ing trip on his little boat without causing ripples of paranoia 

among the doubters. He was 
keeping a rendezvous with a 
Red submarine, they insisted 
– and also taking on fresh 
supplies of vodka.

But if Sergei was leading 
the doubters a dance he was 
also winning friends with his 
Cossack virtuosity. He was 
in demand at weddings and 
on name days.

Often, too, he would per-
form a double act – he would 
dance down the Kali Strata 
and return to Chorio by way 
of the Kataraktis. And he 
would do this non-stop over 
and over again.

Sometimes, apparently with no malicious intent (though 
you never know with spy theorists!) oil barrels would be 
rolled in his path. No problem! Sergei would take them in his 
stride. Literally.

He was what Symi needed in those austere days. A man on 
the ramparts of life, a daring young man on the flying trapeze 
of his feet.

And then, less than two years after his arrival, he was 
gone.

One morning his landlady arrived to tidy up his room and, 
in addition to a month’s rent, found half a crate of vodka with 
a note on top of it. “ Ya sou Symi! And ya mas.”

Foteinos swore, 
with a twinkle, that 
even Sergei’s doubt-
ers recanted that night 
and, accepting Sergei 
as a true son of Symi, 
got suitably legless on 
vodka – which was 
something that never 
happened to the Cos-
sack Dancer of the 
Kali Strata!

1920: View of the Kataraktis - symiphotos.com

New Year celebrations
The Municipality of Symi invites everyone to the 
Conference Hall of Opera House on Thursday 31 
December at 22:30 to welcome in the New Year with good 
food, music and dancing. On Friday 1st January, there will 
be an official church service at St John’s church at 11:00 
followed by a reception at the Municipality.

The Nimborio Road
On the 29th of December the contract for the surfacing 
of the Nimborio road will be awarded at a meeting at the 
Municipality. According to the feasibility study, the cost 
will be about € 640,000 and is expected to be completed 
by Easter.

Police Station & Port Authority
The Mayor has written to the Ministry of Citizen 
Protection about the operational problems facing the 
Police Station and Port Authority on Symi.

In his letter, the Mayor pointed out that the Police 
Station is under-staffed and that during the summer months 
the officers spend most of their time dealing with illegal 
immigrants and there is not enough time to carry out the 
required passport control for the hundreds of people who 
arrive by yacht on a daily basis nor to adequately police 
the island (for traffic congestion, noise pollution, etc.). 

The Mayor also mentioned the issue of illegal 
immigrants who sleep in the yard of the Police Station as 
there is no other place available and he pointed out the 
health issues of this as well as the bad publicity it generates 
for the island. 

With the Police building itself in a very bad state, the 
Mayor asked for funding to carry out urgently-needed 
repairs; because of its central location and architecture, the 
state of the station is not good for the image that Symi 
wants to give to its visitors.

The Mayor also wrote about the under-staffing of the 
Port Authority on Symi and asked for the replacement 
of its vessel which is over 20 years old and which has a 
maximum operational speed of 15-16 knots. This makes 
it inadequate both for policing the border with Turkey and 
to serve as a reliable vessel  for transporting  those with 
medical emergencies to Rhodes, especially during the 
winter months.

New leader for ND
After the resignation of the former Prime Minister 
Mr Karamanlis as leader of his ND party following the 
crushing defeat in the Ocotber general election, Mr Adonis 
Samaras, a former finance and foreign secretary, was 
elected new leader in the 29 November election, receiving 
more than 50% of about 780,000 ND supporters who went 
to vote. On Symi, 157 people voted and the result was: 
Samaras 71, Bakoyianni 71, Psomiadis 12. One ballot was 
rejected and there were 2 blank ones.

Petalo Fish taverna & Cafe Bar
The only authentic fish taverna on Symi - Directly on the sea!

To Book call: 6937197330 or 6955925428
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USEFUL
NUMBERS

PUBLIC SERVICES
MUNICIPALITY																																		2246370110
CULTURAL	CENTRE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360413
CITIZENS’	ADVICE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360400	
WATER	 COMPANY	 (DEYAS)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246070005
SOCIAL	SERVICES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360419
POLICE				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071111
PORT	AUTHORITY			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	2246071205
CUSTOMS	HOUSE																															2246071429
ELECTRICITY	COMPANY				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	2246071338
POST	OFFICE	 																								2246071315

DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071290
HORIO	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071316

DENTISTS
VOLONAKIS	H.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071272
TSAVARIS	V.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246072050

PHARMACY
TSAVARIS	Y.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL																																												2246072294
ALPHA																																																			2246071085
DODEKANISOS		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071332

TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071100
KALODOUKAS		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071077
SYMI	TOURS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071307

TAXIS
STAMATIS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6945226348
GIORGOS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6974623492
KOSTAS	 																																		6945252308
THANASIS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6946568731
THODOROS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6945531676
KOSTANTINOS																																									6944105596

ADVERTISE
Inside	The News of Symi	for	

as	little	as	€10	-	T	6947402722		
E	info@syminews.com

HOLIDAY STUDIOS
Book	your	2010	holiday	now!	

Special	offers	available.	
Contact:	simistudios@yahoo.grDOMA Real Estate SYMI

The trusted expert advisors

A house for your holiday in Symi is a 
privilege, and... if chosen wisely, it will also 

become a great investment

We	are	located	at	the	centre	of	the	Symi	port	
above	Pahos	kafeneio

www.doma.gr
Tel.	22460	72619	

e-mail:	domasymi@otenet.gr

HOUSE CARE
General	repairs,	Maintenance,	

Plumbing,	Building,	
Carpentry,	Painting
Call	6942404572

On a hot summer’s day	 in	 Symi,	 the	 people	 sunbathing	
themselves	on	the	beaches	are	roasting	in	temperatures	typi-
cally	between	30	and	40	degrees	Celsius.		If	they	could	travel	
the	150	million	kilometres	to	the	Sun	itself,	the	temperature	
would	 rise	 steadily	 to	 6000	 degrees,	 and	 if	 they	 took	 the	
plunge beneath its fiery surface, the temperatures would rise 
to	as	high	as	15	million	degrees	as	they	approached	the	centre.		
If	instead	they	travelled	the	7	billion	kilometres	in	the	oppo-
site direction to Pluto, they would find it so cold that even 
the	thin	nitrogen	atmosphere	would	freeze	and	fall	like	snow	
during	each	of	its	70	year-long	winters.	

All	these	numbers	are	so	large	and	confusing…	so	let’s	try	
and	simplify	things	a	bit.

Imagine	that	the	Sun	were	the	size	of	a	football,	lying	at	
the	base	of	 the	Clock	Tower	in	Yialos.	Ten	metres	from	the	
‘football’	you	put	down	a	grain	of	sand.	This	represents	 the	
planet	Mercury,	the	nearest	planet	to	the	Sun.	Despite	being	
a	grain	of	sand	orbiting	a	football	at	a	distance	of	about	ten	
metres,	the	surface	of	Mercury	is	so	hot	that	you	would	burn	
to	a	crisp	if	you	were	there.

From	the	grain	of	sand	you	walk	a	further	8	metres	and	put	
down	a	pinhead.	This	 represents	 the	planet	Venus.	The	 rain	
here	is	not	water,	but	boiling	acid	so	strong	it	would	eat	away	
all your flesh in a matter of a few hours.

After	a	further	7	metres,	near	to	the	kiosk	selling	boat	tick-
ets,	you	put	down	another	pinhead.	A	millimetre	from	this	pin-
head	you	drop	a	grain	of	dust.	These	represent	the	Earth	and	

Symi: Centre of the Cosmos

the	Moon.	If	this	pinhead	were	just	a	few	centimetres	closer	
to	the	football,	the	seas	on	Earth	would	boil.	A	few	centime-
tres	further	and	they	would	freeze	solid.		Either	way,	within	
many	years,	most	life	would	die.		If	the	Earth	were	not	so	well	
placed	in	this	Goldilocks	zone	(not	too	hot,	not	too	cold),	it	is	
unlikely	that	life	would	ever	have	begun	here…	but	then	we	
wouldn’t	be	here	to	talk	about	our	good	luck	either!

At	a	total	of	38	metres	from	the	clock	tower,	by	the	steps	
to the post office, you put down a crystal of salt a millimetre 
wide	to	represent	the	planet	Mars.	It	is	so	cold	here	that	your	
whole	body	would	very	soon	freeze	solid,	much	sooner	if	it	
were	not	for	the	thin	carbon	dioxide	sky	and	its	weak	green-
house	effect.

After	‘Mars’	you	carry	on	walking.	At	a	distance	of	130	
metres	from	the	clock	tower,	near	to	the	Alpha	Bank,	you	could	
put	down	a	ping-pong	ball.	This	represents	Jupiter,	the	biggest	
planet	orbiting	the	Sun	with	more	than	a	dozen	moons.		

Over	a	hundred	metres	further,	not	 too	far	from	the	War	
Memorial,	 you	 put	 down	 another	 ping-pong	 ball	 slightly	
smaller than the first. This represents Saturn with over 25 
moons	and	hundreds	of	rings	of	ice.		

At	just	under	half	a	kilometre	from	the	clock	tower,	by	the	
Town	Hall,	you	put	down	a	green	M&M	sweet	 to	represent	
the	planet	Uranus.	Another	quarter	of	a	kilometre	after	 this,	
beyond	the	highest	houses	in	Sellahouri,	you	put	down	another	
M&M	(a	blue	one	this	time!).	This	is	the	planet	Neptune.	To	
reach	Pluto,	represented	by	a	grain	of	sand,	you	would	need	to	
have	walked	just	under	a	kilometre	from	the	clock	tower.

In	a	 sphere,	 two	kilometres	wide,	 there	 is	nothing	but	 a	
football,	 several	million	degrees	hot,	a	couple	of	ping-pong	
balls,	 a	 couple	of	M&Ms,	 a	 couple	of	pinheads,	 a	pinch	of	
salt	and	a	few	grains	of	dust.	This	is	the	Solar	System	we	live	
in,	 less	than	a	millionth	of	a	millionth	of	a	millionth	of	one	
percent filled with anything at all.

And	how	far	away	is	the	next	nearest	Sun?		Pick	up	another	
football	and	carry	on	walking.	Walk	out	of	Symi	and	cross	the	
sea	 to	Africa,	 then	carry	on	 through	Egypt	 and	Sudan,	past	
Kenya	and	Zimbabwe	and	into	South	Africa.		Place	your	foot-
ball in Cape Town, on the other side of the World, and reflect 
on	how	amazingly	improbable	you	are

BY	WILL SAWYER  will@symigreece.com	

Photo © SymiGreece.com
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Cameras and Surveillance 
of Citizens

To S.T., Athens

The issue of cameras in Yialos which collect 
and record personal data and transmit them 
live on the internet 24 hours a day is not a new 
one, and as you correctly pointed out, this 
newspaper has complained about it for some 
time. 

Last May, the leader of the Dodecanese 
Council, Mr. Giannis Maherdis, expressed 
his anger about the presence and operation of 
one such camera in the harbour of Yialos and 
asked for its removal.

After receiving numerous complaints, the 
Editorial board of The News of Symi, appealed 
to the Hellenic Data Protection Authority last 
month with a relevant question so that the 
legal framework regarding such cameras to be 
clarified. 

The Authority was clear in its reply: such 
cameras go against the law 2472/1997 about 
the protection of individuals with regard to the 
processing of personal data and are therefore 
illegal as it is possible to recognise people 
who walk in the most central road in Yialos, 
or stand in front of the camera violating their 
personal freedom as a result.

As we were told by the Authority, the 
collection and recording of personal data can 
stop either by the permanent removal of the 
camera or by alterating its function so that the 
recognition of people is no longer possible. 
The latter can be achieved in one of the 
following ways:

(a) raising the camera to such a point so 
that the movements of individuals on the road, 
pavement, etc. is not visible,

(b) blurring faces and other distinctive 
characteristics (using suitable software) of all 
persons who pass in front of the camera,

(c) reduding the image resolution which is 
being broadcast online so that nobody passing 
by can be identified. 

The Authority asked us to address our 
objection to the Controller who determines 
the scope and means of the processing of the 
personal data that are being collected by the 
camera in writing and to request the specific 
actions mentioned above so that the collection 
and recording of personal data stops; something 
that we have already done.

According to Law 2472/1997, the 
Controller has the obligation to reply in 
writing to our objections within an exclusive 
deadline of fifteen (15) days and in his/her 
response must advise as to the actions s/he 

carried out, or alternatively, as to the grounds 
for not acceding to our request.

In case of a negative response, the Authority 
can issue a formal decision on the matter 
which will need to be carried out immediately. 
We were informed by the Authority that in the 
12 years that has existed there has been no 
instance of non-compliance with the decisions 
of the Authority as such would constitute a 
criminal offence.

Finally, over and above the law about the 
protection of individuals with regard to the 
processing of personal data, we believe that 
cameras showing the harbour of Symi, even 
if they don’t record personal data, record the 
movements of Port Police vessels and the 
ships of the Greek Navy and as such pose a 
particular threat to national security.

We hope that those responsible for the 
cameras will understand this and will carry 
out the necessary actions so that there will be 
no need for us to come back to the issue.

Yialos-Nimborio Road

To Mr. Emmanouil Zonoudakis

As informed by the Municipality, the 
construction of the road will be awarded to 
a contractor on the 29th of December. We 
believe this project has beleaguered the present 
Municipal authorities more than the residents 
of the area and this is because the residents’ 
properties have had to be protected, whether 
they were legal or not.

Public Transport

To Mr. Giannis Tsabikos, Rhodes 
and A.S., Symi

We don’t know whether it’s legal for the 
Monastery to hire a bus, especially for the 
days you refer to. It’s certain that the existing 
transportation is not enough. There have been 
many complaints and something needs to be 
done. When it comes 
to the taxis running 
in early morning, this 
is also a problem and 
we think you need to 
contact the transport 
office as well as the 
union of taxi owners.

Bad Spelling

To P.K., Symi

We totally agree with 
you and want to reassure 
you that contributors to 
this newspaper would 
gladly help, in case they 
are asked of course.

Letters to symi
Please send your letters to news@symigreece.com. We do not publish letters unless a full name, 
postal address and daytime phone number are supplied. If you do not wish your name published, 
please say so. Due to space restrictions, letters should be limited to 300 words and may be edited.

QUIZZES by SIMOS #10
Solutions will be in the next edition 

of The News of Symi. 

Solutions #9 WHAT ON EARTH: The two objects were a cigarette and a 
revolver. NAGGAGRAM: Pineapple, elapine, panpipe, alpine, nappie, penial, 
pineal, alien, aline, anele, anile, appel, apple, elain, lapin, liane, nappe, palpi, 
panel, pappi, penal, pepla, pilea, papal, plain, plane, plena, alee, anil, élan, ilea, 
lain, lane, lean, leap, nail, nape, neap, nipa, pail, pain, pale, palp, pane, peal, 
pean, pial, pian, pina, plan, plea. PEOPLE SPOTTING: The people in the photos 
were Michelle Obama and Laura Bush, the present and former First Lady of the 

NAGGAGRAM

I A E How many words of 4 or more letters can you find from 
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without 
plurals ending in s or names of people or places. Every 
word must contain the letter in the centre and be allowable 
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover.

R W R
T A N

Good: 21-33 words   Very Good: 34-47 words   Excellent: 48 words or more

PEOPLE SPOTTING 
Do you know who these famous people are, and what is their connection?

WHAT ON EARTH?
What objects are these?

856 00 Symi, Dodecanese, HELLAS
Mobile: 6945 491 588, Tel: +30 22460 71077, Fax: +30 22460 71491

e-mail: information@kalodoukas.gr, www.kalodoukas.gr

H O L I D A Y S  &  Y A C H T I N G  S E R V I C E SH O L I D A Y S  &  Y A C H T I N G  S E R V I C E S
V. H . F .  C H A N N E L  6  “ L I B R A”

Because of limited space, in this issue 
we are printing responses from the 
Editors to the letters in the October 
and November issues of The News of 
Symi. New letters will appear in the next 
edition, in January. 
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EXPATCAT    by Vasilakis

More ExPatCat at: www.SymiGreece.com/expatcat.htm

#10  expatkiss

SPORT NEWS of Symi
BY KYRIAKOS KARAKATSANIS kyriakosg21@yahoo.gr

FOOTBALL RESULTS 
29/11: Α.Ο.S. – Petronas 6-1 (Men)
6/12: P.A.S. Asklipiou – Α.Ο.S. 2-3 (Juniors)

BASKETBALL RESULTS 
22/11: Α.Ο.S. – Ilios Ialisou 59-63

ScOREBOARD
FOOTBALL Division B (8 games) - Men

1. Evagoras   22 (7 1 0) 27:0  (+27) 
2. Digenis  20 (6 2 0) 29:6  (+23) 
3. Aspis Salakou   20 (6 2 0) 22:4  (+18) 
4. Α.Ο.S.  16 (5 1 2) 18:8 (+10) 
5. Thyela Pilonas  11 (3 2 3) 19:12 (+7 )
6. P.Α.S. Asklipiou 10 (3 1 4) 14:14  (0) 
7. Ε.Ν.Α.  10 (3 1 4) 16:19  (-3) 
8. Ο.F. Istriou  9 (3 0 5) 13:14  (-1) 
9. Apollon Apollonon 6 (4 0 4) 16:12 (+4) 
10. Rodiakos  5 (1 2 5) 12:26  (-14) 
11. Damagitos  3 (1 0 7)  9:47  (-38) 
12. Petronas  0 (0 0 8) 4:37  (-33) 

The 1st gets promoted to Group A1, the 2nd goes to a play-off 
game for promotion to A2, the 3rd gets promoted to A2, 4th 
goes to a play-off game for promotion to A2.

BASKETBALL Division B (6 games) - Men

1. Kolegio Rodou  9 (4-1) 327-291(+36) 
2. Elpida Petaloudon 8 (4-0) 303-188(+115) [5 games]
3. Α.Ο. Pantiliakos 8 (3-2) 269-267(+2) 
4. Ε.Α. Kalymnou 7 (3-1) 259-208(+51) [5 games]
5. Ilios Ialysou  7 (3-1) 236-186(+50) [5 games]
6. Α.Ο.S.  6 (1-4) 256-312(-56) [5 games]
7. Eolos Kefalou  5 (1-3) 221-246(-25) [4 games]
8. Kleovoulos Lindou 5 (1-3) 202-265(-63) [4 games]
9. Stavros Kalathion 5 (0-5) 216-326(-110) 

The 1st gets promoted to Group A. if Diagoras stays in the 
3rd National Division, the 2nd also gets promoted.

FOOTBALL Group B (8 games) - Juniors

1. Niki Rodou   22 (8) 7-1-0 27:2 (+25) 
2. Iraklis Lardou  18 (8) 6-0-2 25:6 (+19) 
3. Apollon Kalathion  16 (8) 5-1-2 12:9 (+3) 
4. Doksa Psinthou 15 (7) 5-0-2 21:11 (+10) 
5. Digenis   13 (7)  4-1-2 13:8 (+5) 
6. Π.Α.S. Asklipiou  13 (8) 4-1-3 14:11 (+3) 
7. Asteras Massaron  11 (8) 2-5-1 11:13 (-2) 
8. Α.Ο.S.   10 (6) 3-1-2 15:12 (+3) 
9. Dorieas   6 (8) 2-0-6 12:23 (-11)
10. Kleovoulos   5 (8) 1-2-5 7:20 (-13) 
11. Apollon Apollonon  0 (7) 0-0-7 0:21 (-21) 
12. Kolegio Rodou  0 (7) 0-0-7 0:21 (-21)

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00   RHODES 15.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 14.45 SYMI  07.00 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ    SYMI 16.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 15.00 RHODES 16.35 17.00 RHODES 08.50 09.15 RHODES 16.50 17.30
         SYMI 16.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 11.05 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00 RHODES 17.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 17.00 RHODES 08.50 17.00 RHODES 16.50 17.30

SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00 RHODES 17.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 14.45 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 15.00 RHODES 16.35 17.00 RHODES 16.50 17.30

SYMI 16.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  14.00 SYMI 07:00 SYMI 07.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00
SYMI 15.40 RHODES 08:40 09.00 RHODES 08.40 11.00 NISYROS 07.30 07.45 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45
   KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00 SYMI 12.35 13.05 TILOS 09.00 09.20 TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20
   RHODES 18.40 19.15 TILOS 15.15 15.30 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
   SYMI 20.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

   KOS 18.40 Δ KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
      RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  09.00
SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS07.30 07.45 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45 KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00
TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 RHODES 18.40 Δ
NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  09.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00
SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS07.30 07.45 KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45
TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 RHODES 18.40 Δ TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20
NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

These published timetables are liable to change due to inclement weather and other unforeseen
 factors. Before you travel, you are adviced to check with the ferry company directly.
Symi Office : Tel: 2246071444 Fax: 2246071373
Rhodes Office : Tel: 2241037769 Fax: 2241034493
BOOKING ON LINE: www.anes.gr

- -

-

SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FROM  30/11/09  UNTIL  20/12/09
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

-

MONDAY TUESDAY
FROM  04/01/10  UNTIL  10/01/10

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
TIME TIME

TIME TIME

FROM  21/12/09  UNTIL  03/01/10

TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME

SYMI II

TIME TIME

-

TIME TIME TIME TIME

FROM 04/01/10  UNTIL  10/01/10
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

TIME TIME

-

TIME TIME TIME TIME

PROTEUS

FROM 21/12/09  UNTIL  03/01/10
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

TIME TIME TIME TIME

FROM 13/11/09  UNTIL  20/12/09
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

TIME TIME

-

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

ANONYMOUS NAUTICAL
COMPANY OF SYMI

Α.Ο.S. – St. Kalathion, Photo © Kyriakos Karakatsanis
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