
“We welcome Mr Kousournas now as an MP to our 
island, and I‘d like to mention that even though he is the 
third Government MP to visit Symi recently, in effect he 
is the first one, since the previous two did not inform the 
Municipal Authorities of their arrival”.

With these words, the Mayor Mr Papakalodoukas 
greeted Mr Stathis Kousournas in the afternoon of 16 
November at his office in the presence of members of the 
Symi Council and some of the island’s citizens. It was Mr 
Kousournas’s first visit to Symi as an MP as until now 
(and before the recent election) he used to be welcomed 

Stathis Kousournas 
MP visits Symi

as a deputy leader of the Dodecanese Prefecture. 
Mr Kousournas knows about many of Symi’s major 

issues, not least its program of public works, and asked 
the Mayor for a detailed discussion so that he could assist 
the Municipal Authorities in case of difficulties. The 
Mayor, the President of the Council and the Councilors 
briefed him about the works that are taking place at 
present and also the ones that need to start as soon as 
possible. 

Tourist Exhibition 
"Philoxenia 2009"

The Municipality of Symi took part again this year 
in the 25th International Tourist Exhibition “Phi-
loxenia” in Thessaloniki, distributing printed and 
electronic material from the kiosk of the Dodeca-
nese Organisation of Tourism (DOT). The kiosk was 
154 square metres and as every year, it hosted all the 
county’s islands. 

The Exhibition took place in the International 
Exhibition Centre of Thessaloniki from the 29th of 
October until the 1st of November and the Munici-
pality of Symi was represented by Mr. Stelios Der-
mitzakis, who speaking to The News of Symi said 
“there was a very high attendance of visitors (tour-
ism bodies, journalists and the general public) and a 
total of 1,000 cds and 1,000 leaflets about Symi were 
given out”. The tourist agent from Symi, Mr Giorgos 
Kalodoukas was also present. 

Unacceptable behaviour towards the institution of 
Local Government by the MPs Kremastinos & Zoidis

Continued on page 7»  

Editorial 6 » Greek Ombudsman 10 » Letters to Symi 11 » Sport News 12 » ExPatCat 12

November 2009
No 9

DISTRIBUTED FREETHE NEWS OF SYMI
Monthly newspaper by the Municipality of Symi - in association with SymiGreece.com

7 »
Five Minute Lives: New Series FAROS vet clinic on Symi

8 »
Panormitis Day: Thousands visit Symi

2 »

www.SymiNews.com

BY DIMITRIS CHRYSOCHOOS  chrysochoosd@yahoo.gr 

Continued on page 10»  

Giannis Maheridis (left) and Angela Gkerekou 
(centre) at the kiosk of DOT. Photo © www.nad.gr



Despite strong winds causing some difficulty for boat travel, 
a large crowd of people came to Symi this year for the 
Panormitis Day celebrations on the 8th of November. 

With heavy rain at times turning the quayside into a sea 
of umbrellas, many of the estimated 3,000 visitors followed 
the procession of the Holy Icon along the streets around 
the Monastery, received the blessing of the Metropolitan, 
came to light candles, enjoyed the hospitality offered by the 
monastery refectory and, of course, attended the fair that, as 
usual, covered the area of the monastery car park.

The Mayor of Symi was accompanied during the procession 
by the former junior Minister of Mercantile Marine Mr Panos 
Kamenos. Also present at the end of procession were the 
Dodecanese MPs, Misters Kremastinos and Zoidis.

Despite the high winds preventing boats from running for 
many hours, The News of Symi was informed by ANES that 
extra boats were called into service so that all those visitors 
who wanted to leave could return safely to Rhodes on the 
same day. 

An extensive photo gallery of the Panormitis Day 
celebrations can be found at: http://www.symigreece.com/
panormitis09.htm
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Editorial
SyMI DoESN’T lIKE to let go of the summer; despite 
the wind and rain this month, the sun is still shining 
as November draws to a close and the island’s visitors 
still walk about in short sleeves.   The last large surge 
of visitors for the year came for the Panormitis Day 
celebrations (page 6) and with the closing of many of the 
seasonal businesses until Easter, many people are getting 
a well-earned rest after a long and busy summer. With 
some Christmas lights already twinkling in the night sky, 
Symi is starting its Winter holiday.  For some people, 
these next few months of the year are a perfect time to 
visit Symi, with accommodation and flights bargains 
easy to find. Christmas & New Year on Symi? Aren’t you 
tempted?

The NewS of Symi last month launched its new website 
www.SymiNews.com where you can read both the Greek 
and English language editions of the paper online for free 
or download them. Thousands of people from all around 
the World read the paper each month, keeping in touch 
with Symi and we hope that the new website will make 
the experience even better.  If you have any suggestions 
for improvement to this service, please contact us.  

WITH THE PHoToGRAPHS that appear in this 
newspaper donated by the website SymiGreece.com, 
the editors of both the English and Greek editions of the 
News of Symi have been dismayed at what can only be 
described as the theft of photographs by the Rhodes-based 
newspaper Rodiaki on a regular basis from SymiGreece 
(letters, page 11), with the website logo and copyright 
notice removed. We understand that journalism can 
be a tough business with tight deadlines, but this sort 
of practice is indefensible and damaging. We urge the 
editors of Rodiaki to just ask in future; all it takes is an 
email or a phone call.

oN A lIGHTER NoTE, this month we are delighted to 
feature the first of a series of articles by Jim Gibbins, a 
long-time resident of Symi (page 7). Jim has been writing 
about Symi for many years with clarity and wit, and his 
love for the island and its people is clear for all to see.  
If Jim’s work inspires you to put pen to paper yourself 
then please do send us your contributions, be it a letter 
or an article, and we will try our best to include it in the 
paper.

Panormitis Day Celebrations  
by CHRISTOS BYRON christos@symigreece.com

THE NEWS of Symi
P.o. box 41, Symi 85600, Dodecanese, Greece
T 0030 2246072363 • E info@syminews.com

www.SymiNews.com

Design & Production SymiGreece.com

Published by 
The Municipal Cultural Centre of Symi (MCCS)

Publisher El. Papakalodoukas
Editors Christos Byron, Will Sawyer

Printing BEST DESIGN

Annual Subscriptions 
Within Greece €12 • Rest of the World €35
National bank of Greece 832/296000-16 

To subscribe, please make a deposit to MCCS and fax the bank 
receipt to H. Maravelias on 00302246071386

Advertising info@syminews.com

Letters & Articles info@syminews.com. 
We do not publish letters unless a full name, postal address and 

daytime phone number are supplied. If you do not wish your name 
published, please say so. Due to space restrictions, letters should be 

limited to 300 words and may be edited.

Copyright © 2009 The News of Symi
Republication of any material is prohibited without prior written 

permission from the Editor.

Photos © SymiGreece.com



November 2009 THE NEWS of Symi             7

Savoy Hotel
In the centre of Rhodes Town

www.savoyrodos.gr - Tel. +30 22410 20721/2

Petalo Fish taverna & Cafe Bar
The only authentic fish taverna on Symi - Directly on the sea!

To Book call: 6937197330 or 6955925428

Welcome to a new series in The News of Symi – Five Minute 
Lives. As the title suggests, it’s no more than a glance at cer-
tain old-time characters of Symi. It’s an affectionate glance, 
though, and I hope it’s a defining one in what it says of the 
island’s bond with the sea and the way that element cre-
ated the ethos of Symi – the resilience, the doggedness, the 
unwillingness to add one’s name to the conventional play-it-
safe dotted line of life. 

These traits may be in decline now, but they were there 
once and on the whole they have proved to be seminal. 
That’s why whenever I hear 
the death bell toll for an 
old person I think not of a 
coffin being lowered but of 
an anchor clanking down at 
the final port of call. That 
doesn’t mean that this series 
is going to be all about mas-
culine derring-do. Women 
have their full part in the 
drama of Symi.

And so I’m starting Five 
Minute Lives with the saga 
of Despoina who, back in 
the nineteen thirties, headed 
off for a trip to Rhodes – and 
ended up in New York.

Despoina was in her 
teens. A ship had called at 
Symi to pick up crew, one of whom was her brother. Next 
stop: Rhodes, to pick up several more crew. Despoina’s 
brother urged her to go along on that short trip so that she 
could visit her sister there. Why not?

Well, they reached Rhodes, but storms – day after day of 
gales – meant they couldn’t berth. So the captain, mindful of 
his schedule and not of Despoina’s situation, decided to sail 
on. Next port: New York.

By the time they got there Despoina had been signed up 
as ship’s cook – the cook, incidentally, was one of the crew 
stranded in Rhodes – and became the first Symiot woman, 
and possibly the first in the whole of Greece, to become a 
member of a ship’s company.

And what a cook she was! She took one look at the stand-
ard fare of the crew, boiled fish, and spiced it up with herbs 
and sauces and, a certain amount of persuasion on her part, 
whatever vegetables she could persuade the captain to part 
with from his private kitchen.

They arrived in New York during that traditional Ameri-
can festival, Thanksgiving, and Despoina stocked up with 
the staple fare of the occasion, turkeys and cranberry sauce. 
And so on to Texas where the old ice box on the ship bulged 
like a treasure chest with such exotica as T-bone steaks. On 

Five Minute Lives #1
The Saga of Despoina
BY JIM GIBBINS

to New Orleans (Cajun chicken and black-eyed peas). On to 
Hawaii (guinea fowl encrusted in green coconut paste). On to 
Australia (wallaby stew). On to Singapore (giant turtle eggs 
marinated in shrimp sauce).

A departure from this lip-smacking litany while I 
acknowledge the background of Despoina which was sup-
plied to me – as he did with many other figures in this series 
– by her uncle, my dear old friend Fotinos, the late proprietor 
of the Drunken Sailor’s Cafeneion in Pedi. He, too, will be a 
subject of a future Five Minute Lives.

Now back to Despoina. 
She was more than a cook, 
she was a crusader – per-
suading the captain that the 
better fed his crew the greater 
would be their morale and 
their efficiency. She was 
a feisty young woman, it 
seems, a man o’ war in her 
own right, but her cuisine 
was her siren song and the 
captain yielded to her point 
of view and released extra 
funds for food. She was 
with that ship for nearly five 
years, and at the end of that 
time she signed off in New 
York.

There she met and mar-
ried a Greek-American, Michalis, owner of a ramshackle res-
taurant that was pulling him into steady debt. 

And what did Despoina do? She made that business 
shipshape. So much so that it’s still there today. Its name? 
Despoina’s Diner. It’s reputation? The best mousaka and cur-
ried meat balls in the whole of New York City, and the sub-
ject over the years, of approving pieces in the New Yorker 
magazine. 

Today it’s run by her grandchildren. If you’re ever there, 
it’s in Greenwich Village, on Lower Canal Street – number 
147, if you’re interested – within a few minutes’ walk from 
the Hudson River. Until her death, twelve years or so ago, 
Despoina used to 
sit on a stool in the 
corner and perhaps 
muse on fate and how 
an abandoned trip to 
Rhodes opened the 
world to her. 

Whatever, even 
beyond her food, she 
added a unique fla-
vour to life… 

1930 - View of the harbour © Adonis Pahos

Stathis Kousournas MP 
visits Symi
« Continued from page 5

There was a specific mention about the staffing 
and proper functioning of the doctor’s surgery and the 
construction of a new building to house the upgraded 
health centre. Mr Kousournas was also briefed about 
the new commercial jetty in Yialos and the efforts 
to include the project in a European program for 
funding. He said that Symi is the only island that 
has a mature study completed for its inclusion into 
a European program but warned that the Authorities 
should be alert as other islands are now preparing 
similar studies that could be submitted to the EU for 
funding. The meeting passed well and it seems that 
Mr Kousournas is willing to help and promote the 
issues of Symi to central government.

The Mayor’s displeasure was aimed at the other 
two government MPs, Mr Kremastinos and Mr 
Zoidis, who came to Symi on the eve of Panormitis 
Day without informing the Mayor or the Council of 
their presence. As the Mayor told The News of Symi, 
he was informed about them being on Symi late the 
previous evening while he was on his way to the 
Monastery. During the Panormitis celebrations the 
following day, he didn’t hesitate to express to them 
directly his displeasure about their behaviour towards 
the Municipality, something that not even MPs from 
the previous conservative government have ever 
done. The following day, the local media in Rhodes 
picked up on the incident and asked the Mayor for 
more details. 

At the same time the talk in the islands’ cafeneions 
was about the alleged contacts of Mr Kremastinos with 
other individuals, rumoured to be about seeing how 
willing they‘d be to be candidates for the forthcoming 
Mayor elections. The News of Symi asked the Mayor 
about these stories and rumours and he said “it’s 
the right of any MP to make the contacts he wants 
and which may possibly be ‘useful’ for him. When 
it comes to me, if I choose to be a candidate again, 
no such contacts will either frighten or influence me 
positively or negatively”.

It seems that Mr Kremastinos, being the MP who 
received the largest number of votes in the Dodecanese 
and also on Symi in the recent general election, wants 
to be in a position of influence, something the former 
MP Mr Pavlidis tried to do, unsuccessfully, for a long 
time.

TRANSLATION BY THE NEWS of Symi
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Vet Care on Symi
BY CHRISTOS BYRON christos@symigreece.com

The 6th FAROS vet clinic ran with great success for 
three days in mid-November on Symi. The response from 
the people of Symi was so great that the vets had to work 
almost non-stop for ten hours each day to make sure they 

could see all of the 35 animals that were brought to the 
clinic (with more than half needing operations involving 
general anesthetic). 

During the three days, FAROS collected €470 from 
voluntary donations at the clinic and we thank everyone 
for their support. In the 25 days that the FAROS clinics 
have operated up to now, the vets have examined 238 
animals with an average of almost 10 animals per day. For 
the 6 clinics, FAROS has spent €8,733 (including plane 
tickets and clinic supplies such as medicines, equipment, 
consumables, etc.) and collected €6,324 from voluntary 
donations. Even though the FAROS fund is in the red, 
we hope that with the continuing financial support of the 
people and friends of Symi, FAROS will continue to offer 
a free vet clinic for everyone all year round. 

FAROS wants to thank Kalodoukas Holidays who once 
again donated the accommodation for both the clinic and 
the vets, Symi Tours for paying for the boat tickets, EFG 
Design for donating the design and printing of the FAROS 
posters, the doctor Tsabikos Ksanthos and the driver of the 
ambulance Panormitis Moskiou for lending FAROS two 
stethoscopes and the doctor Stelios Mihelakis for donating 
sterile surgical gloves to the FAROS clinic.

And as always, our biggest thank you goes to the vets 
from the University of Thessaloniki vet clinic who once 
again left their practices and came to Symi to offer their 
services for free.Photo © SymiGreece.com

Nikolas Patisserie
Symi sweets, Cookies, Ice Creams

The only traditional patisserie - in Yialos since 1925 

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Symi Health Centre
The Mayor has written to the new leadership of the 
Ministry of Health outlining the relevant problems on 
Symi, notably lack of adequate personnel, and asks the 
Ministry to take the necessary steps so that the residents of 
Symi can feel safe when it comes to their health. 

In his letter, the Mayor refers to the understaffing of 
the two clinics and asks for a specific number of health 
personnel to be hired as well as the upgrade of the clinics 
to a modern health centre which will be housed in the new 
building that will be constructed by the car park in Horio 
and asks the Ministry for support so that the construction 
can be funded from an EU program. 

He also mentioned the problem of finding a driver for 
the ambulance (a position that doesn’t officially exist as far 
as the Ministry is concerned) and while Symi has a ultra-
modern ambulance (which was donated to the Municipality 
by Mr Goulandris and Ms Stai), it took the Municipality 
two years to secure a temporary 8-month contract for a 
driver though this will run out before the summer. 

The bell-tower of St John
The Mayor has written to the new Minister of Tourism and 
Culture Mr Geroulanos (as well as to the Archaeological 
Office in Rhodes) asking him to fund the repair and 
maintenance of the bell-tower of the Metopolitan church 
of St John in Yialos. 

The Mayor says in his letter that the bell-tower is in 
danger of collapsing, which could cause accidents as well 
as the damage or destruction of neighbouring buildings, as 
the iron beams that support it are corroded and there is an 
immediate need to replace some of the concrete sections 
and marbles, as well as other repairs. The Mayor has been 
in contact with the relevant authorities about this issue for 
many months without an adequate response.

Ferry News
As part of the consultation that takes place for the purchase 
of a new boat that meets the necessary requirements in 
accordance with the contract signed with the previous 
Minister of Mercantile Marine (for the replacement of 
the boat Proteus next summer), representatives of the 
ANES board inspected two boats in harbours abroad. The 
inspection took place at the beginning of November and 
the two representatives have submitted their written report 
to the board which will be evaluated. 

At the same time, representatives of ANES are in 
contact with banks negotiating a possible loan while a 
meeting at the relevant Government Ministries is also 
being planned.

School Newspaper
The News of Symi was pleased to receive a copy of the 

Year 1 High School newspaper for the month of November.  
The issue included a tribute to the “events of the Polytechnic” 
commemorating the students’ uprising against the military 
junta in 1973 which marked the fall of the dictatorship and 
the establishment of democracy in Greece. The well-chosen 
subject, as well as the whole initiative, is to the great credit 
of a student of the A2 class in the high school, Tim Schreiber. 
For a year now and since he was in primary school, Tim has 
published a monthly school paper with a fellow student.

Talking to The News of Symi he said that this year no-one 
else from the 14 children in his class could be persuaded in 
helping with the paper.  His teachers, however, encouraged 
him and his school photocopied half the copies he handed out.  
For the rest, as any “proper” aspiring journalist, he had to pay 
himself. Tim aims to publish an edition every month and of 
course, his dream is to become a journalist when he grows 
up.

The News of Symi, congratulates him for this effort and 
hopes that soon he can find more supporters among his fellow 
students and teachers.

E.G.

Greek & Foreign Press
Papers, Magazines, Books, Cigars & Cigarettes

Next to Mina’s shop - Tel. 22460 71675 
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Symi remembers the "No"!
OHI Day Celebrations: Photo Gallery

For more photos of the 69th Ohi Day celebrations visit: 
http://www.symigreece.com/ohiday2009.htm

Photos © SymiGreece.com

“He was a giving man”
Michael George Cantonis dies at 94
by DemorriS A. Lee dalee@sptimes.com 

His life was an example of the American dream, those who knew him say. 
Michael George Cantonis came to Tarpon Springs from Greece when he was in his 

teens after a stop at Ellis Island. He later borrowed $1,000 and founded Acme Sponge & 
Chamois Co., which today is the largest distributor of natural and synthetic sponge and 
chamois.

Mr. Cantonis died Tuesday morning (Nov. 17, 2009) of a heart attack and complications 
from a compression fracture after a fall. He was 94.

“He’s an American story,” said former U.S. Rep. Michael bilirakis, 79, who knew Mr. 
Cantonis for more than 30 years. “He took advantage of the opportunities afforded by this 
country and was able to become a wealthy man.”

Anita Protos, a former Tarpon Springs mayor, said Mr. Cantonis proved America is 
the land of opportunity.

“He showed that if you work hard, you can achieve the American dream,” Protos, 67, 
said. “We’ve lost an icon, and it was my honor to be a friend of Mike Cantonis.”

While an astute businessman, Mr. Cantonis’ legacy will be his philanthropy, those who 
knew him say. “There is not an institution in this town that he hasn’t given to,” Protos 
said. “He was a giving man.”

There was the matching grant for the town’s new library, and the contributions to 
Helen Ellis Memorial Hospital, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and the needy 
families he helped behind the scenes. There were the donations to the boys & Girls Club 
and the pool he built so there could be swimming at his grandchildren’s school, berkeley 
Prep in Tampa.

There’s the Endowment Fund at the University of Florida in Gainesville for the 
Department of Greek Studies and the Michael G. Cantonis Sanctuary Fund at St. Michael 
the Archangel in Lecanto, which helped build a new church and community center. And 
there’s the emergency room at Morton Plant Hospital, which is named for Mr. Cantonis 
and his wife, Anastasia, in honor of their lead contribution to its construction.

“He felt so very strongly that as he was blessed, and for him the blessing was 
opportunity, he felt an obligation to give,” said George Cantonis, 61, the eldest of Mr. 
Cantonis’ two sons and a daughter. “His charitable support was just astounding. He felt he 
had to help out other people, and that’s a tradition the rest of the family has carried on.”

George Cantonis said his father’s main mission was to bring his younger three brothers 
to America from Symi, Greece. And one at a time, he managed to get them to the United 
States.

When first arriving in Tarpon Springs, Mr. Cantonis worked at his uncle’s sponge 
company for a couple of years before loading the trunk of his Chrysler DeSoto with a bale 
of sponge and heading to New york to start his company.

In 1947, he moved his company to Chicago and married Anastasia Harras. After 
managing the company for 30 years in Chicago, Mr. Cantonis moved the company to 
Tarpon Springs in 1977. It remains there to this day. 

“He was an incredible ball of energy,” said George Cantonis, who along with his 
brother and brother-in-law now run the business. “We can list adjectives to describe him 
all day, but whatever he got involved with, he was a force. 

“And whether it was volunteering with the church, his family or the business, he was 
always true to his principles.”

George billiris, 82, the husband of current Tarpon Springs Mayor beverley billiris, 
has known Mr. Cantonis nearly all his life. He said it was simple to describe his good 
friend.

“He was a gentlemen,” billiris said, “and he did a lot of good.”
Reprinted from the 

St Petersburg Times newspaper, 18/11/2009
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USEFUL
NUMBERS

PUBLIC SERVICES
MUNICIPALITY																																		2246370110
CULTURAL	CENTRE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360413
CITIZENS’	ADVICE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360400	
WATER	 COMPANY	 (DEYAS)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246070005
SOCIAL	SERVICES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246360419
POLICE				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071111
PORT	AUTHORITY			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	2246071205
CUSTOMS	HOUSE																															2246071429
ELECTRICITY	COMPANY				 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	2246071338
POST	OFFICE	 																								2246071315

DOCTOR’S CLINICS
YIALOS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071290
HORIO	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071316

DENTISTS
VOLONAKIS	H.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071272
TSAVARIS	V.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246072050

PHARMACY
TSAVARIS	Y.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071888

BANKS
NATIONAL																																												2246072294
ALPHA																																																			2246071085
DODEKANISOS		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071332

TRAVEL AGENTS
ANES	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071100
KALODOUKAS		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071077
SYMI	TOURS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2246071307

TAXIS
STAMATIS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6945226348
GIORGOS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6974623492
KOSTAS	 																																		6945252308
THANASIS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6946568731
THODOROS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6945531676
KOSTANTINOS																																									6944105596

ADVERTISE
Inside	The News of Symi	for	

as	little	as	€10	-	T	6947402722		
E	news@symigreece.com

HOLIDAY STUDIOS
Book	your	2010	holiday	now!	

Special	offers	available.	
Contact:	simistudios@yahoo.grDOMA Real Estate SYMI

The trusted expert advisors

A house for your holiday in Symi is a 
privilege, and... if chosen wisely, it will also 

become a great investment

We	are	located	at	the	centre	of	the	Symi	port	
above	Pahos	kafeneio

www.doma.gr
Tel.	22460	72619	

e-mail:	domasymi@otenet.gr

HOUSE CARE
General	repairs,	Maintenance,	

Plumbing,	Building,	
Carpentry,	Painting
Call	6942404572

The Electrical Company and 
the Greek Ombudsman

The problem with big bills	 from	
the	 electricity	 company	 (DEH)	 in	
Symi	is	not	a	new	one.	About	a	year	
ago,	 many	 consumers	 approached	
lawyers	 and	 made	 a	 class	 com-
plaint	 asking	 for	 a	 settlement	 via	
instalments	and	for	their	bills	to	be	
re-assessed.	

The	 Mayor	 has	 also	 written	 to	
DEH	on	the	same	issue	asking	for	
a	special	settlement	for	 these	bills	
and	for	the	billing	to	be	revised	as	
they	 had	 previously	 been	 calcu-
lated	using	the	the	higher	price	for	
each	kilowatt-hour.		Recent	events	
give	us	 the	opportunity	 to	refer	 to	
this	problem	again.	

It	seems	that	apart	from	DEH	not	employing	adequate	
personnel	 for	years	 to	 read	Symi’s	electricity	metres	as	
they should, when these were finally read DEH didn’t 
provide	a	fair	costing.	How	else	to	explain	the	fact	that	
when	certain	consumers	asked	for	a	detailed	breakdown	
of	their	big	bills,	they	received	revised	bills	which	were	
reduced	by	at	least	half	of	the	original	sum?

While	 on	 one	 hand	 it’s	 encouraging	 that	 the	 unfair-
ness	that	DEH	subjected	the	consumers	of	Symi	is	being	
amended, on the hand this shows a flippancy, to say the 
least,	that	is	worrying…

For	 those	 who	 are	 still	 interested	 in	 checking	 their	
bills	 to	 be	 certain	 that	 they	 were	 charged	 properly,	 we	
should	point	out	that	there	is	the	good	and	free	solution	
of	contacting	the	Greek	Ombudsman

What is the Greek Ombudsman?

The	 Greek	 Ombudsman	 is	 a	 constitutionally	 sanc-
tioned	 Independent	Authority	 founded	 in	 1998.	 It	 pro-
vides	its	services	to	the	public	free	of	charge,	and	accepts	
complaints	 from	anyone,	 regardless	of	nationality,	who	
has	 a	 problem	 with	 a	 Greek	 public	 service	 (with	 the	
exception	of	banks	and	the	stock	exchange),	anywhere	in	
Greece	or	abroad.		

It	 investigates	 individual	 administrative	 actions	 or	
omissions	 or	 material	 actions	 taken	 by	 government	
departments	or	public	services	that	infringe	upon	the	per-
sonal	rights	or	violate	the	legal	interests	of	individuals	or	
legal	entities.	It	mediates	between	the	public	administra-
tion	and	citizens,	in	order	to	help	citizens	exercise	their	
rights	 effectively.	The	Greek	Ombudsman	also	defends	
and	promotes	children’s	rights,	promotes	equal	treatment	
and fights discrimination in the public sector based on 
race	or	ethnicity,	religious	or	other	conviction,	disability,	
age	or	sexual	orientation	and	promotes	and	monitors	the	
equal	treatment	of	men	and	women	in	matters	of	employ-
ment	both	in	the	public	and	the	private	sector.

It	should	be	mentioned	that	before	submitting	a	com-
plaint	to	the	Greek	Ombudsman,	the	complainant	should	
first come into contact with the public service involved 
with	his	or	her	case.	Only	if	the	problem	is	not	resolved	
by	the	service	concerned	should	a	complaint	be	submit-
ted	to	the	Ombudsman.

For	more	information,	please	visit	the	website	
www.synigoros.gr

TRANSLATION BY THE NEWS of Symi

BY IRINI GAZI irinag@otenet.gr

Tourist exhibition
"Philoxenia 2009"
« Continued from page 5

The	 Leader	 of	 the	 Dodecanese	 Council	 Mr	
Giannis	Maheridis	and	the	Deputy	Leader	responsible	
for	 tourism,	 Despoina	 Diakostavrianou	 were	 also	
present	 during	 the	 Exhibition,	 which	 is	 considered	
very	important	for	attracting	tourists	from	the	north	
of	Greece	and	the	rest	of	the	Balkans.	They	had	the	
chance	to	talk	with	the	Junior	Minister	for	Tourism	
and	 Culture,	 Angela	 Gkerekou	 and	 received	 her	
promise	 that	 the	 Dodecanese	 will	 be	 among	 the	
destinations	she	will	visit	as	part	of	her	tour	around	
Greece	in	the	near	future.

Ms	Diakostavrianou	said	that	she	felt	vindicated	
about	the	choices	of	DOT	to	encourage	and	support	
alternative	ways	of	tourism,	as	this	has	been	given	a	
high	 priority	 by	 the	 new	 political	 administration	 at	
the	Ministry.

E.G.
TRANSLATION BY THE NEWS of Symi
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Re-publication of photographs 
without permission in the 
newspaper “Rodiaki”

Letter sent to the publisher of the 
newspaper “Rodiaki”

In the “Rodiaki” edition of 10 November 
2009 (page 18), you published 8 photographs 
about Panormitis Day on Symi taken from 
the website SymiGreece.com without any 
permission being sought from us. The photos 
were cropped to remove both our website 
logo and copyright notice, and there was no 
acknowledgement of where you took the 
photos from. This type of conduct is shoddy, 
contrary to good journalistic practice, and 
infringes the rights of the photographers who 
work for free for our website and also for the 
newspaper of the Municipality of Symi, “The 
News of Symi”.

If your newspaper wishes to publish 
photographs from SymiGreece.com, we are 
happy to collaborate with you, but with the 
condition that the source of the photographs 
and the photographer are to be mentioned 
clearly in the accompanying text. If you do not 
want to do this, then you will need to pay us for 
the use of our photos.

SymiGreece.com is a not-for-profit website 
with the sole aim of promoting the beautiful 
island of Symi to the rest of the World and even 
though the owners of this website pay from 
their own pockets for its upkeep without any 
financial gain, we are not prepared to accept 
this type of theft. We have already written to 
you several times in the past months about this 
and have received no reply.

We would appreciate an apology from 
the editors of your newspaper for using these 
photos (and for this to also be published in 
your newspaper), and we hope that it will not 
be necessary to write to you again about this 
matter.

This letter has been copied to the local media 
of the Dodecanese as well as to the Secretariat 
General of Communication and Information.

.
Yours Sincerely,
Christos Byron

Owner, www.SymiGreece.com
Editor, The News of Symi newspaper

Public Transport
I visited Symi on Panormitis Day, and even 
though the transportation from Rhodes to 
Panormitis was continuous (despite the 
problems with the strong wind), I can’t say the 
same for the hardship of those who made the 
mistake of going from Panormitis to Yialos or 
Horio. The bus servicing the people was too 
small and could only fit 20-25 people once an 
hour (if you were lucky enough to get on!).

Shouldn’t the Monastery have hired 1-2 
extra buses for the servicing of the thousands 
of visitors to Panormitis on those days?

 Giannis Tsabikos,   Rhodes

Congratulations to ANES for giving Symiots 
and visitors of Symi the opportunity to move 
about daily with its boats, but those who “work” 
the taxis of the island should be ashamed for 
not serving the people who live in Horio or 
Pedi and want to travel with the 7am morning 
boat.

The issue of the taxis was also mentioned 
in the recent visit of Mr Kousournas to Symi, 
without any visible result as the solution is not 
to give extra licenses, but for the taxi-drivers 
to be made to work in shifts 24 hours-a-day if 
they want to keep their licenses.

The relevant authorities should do something 
about the matter at last as it shames Symi and 
all Symiots.

A.S., Symi

Bad Spelling
I happened to see the leaflet issued by the 
“Symi Gallery”, and in the greek text which is 
no more than 20 words, I counted 6 spelling 
and grammar mistakes! 

It’s good that at last some of the foreigners 
who live on Symi have decided to also write 
their announcements in the language of the 
place that puts them up, but I hope they can 
try harder. 

In order to avoid seeing any more leaflets 
like these that make those who read them laugh, 
in the future they should 
give their text to a Greek 
person to correct before 
publishing.

P.K., Symi

Letters to symi
Please send your letters to news@symigreece.com. We do not publish letters unless a full name, 
postal address and daytime phone number are supplied. If you do not wish your name published, 
please say so. Due to space restrictions, letters should be limited to 300 words and may be edited.

QUIZZES by SIMOS #9
Solutions will be in the next edition 

of The News of Symi. 

Solutions #8 WHAT ON EARTH: The two household objects were a lightbulb 
and a tap. NAGGAGRAM: Spaghetti, atheist, pettish, geisha, theist, aphis, 
apish, eight, ghast, haste, heats, hates, heist, phage, phase, saith, shape, sight, 
staph, theta, tight, tithe, hasp, hast, hate, heap, heat, path, phat, pish, pith, shag, 
shat, shea, ship, shit, sigh, that, this. PEOPLE SPOTTING: The two people 
were Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet, the lead actors in Titanic.

NAGGAGRAM

P E N How many words of 4 or more letters can you find from 
these 9 letters? Each letter can be used once without 
plurals ending in s or names of people or places. Every 
word must contain the letter in the centre and be allowable 
in Scrabble. There is one 9-letter word to discover.

P A L
P I E

Good: 19-27 words   Very Good: 28-40 words   Excellent: 41 words or more

PEOPLE SPOTTING 
Do you know who these famous people are, and what is their connection?

WHAT ON EARTH?
What objects are these?

856 00 Symi, Dodecanese, HELLAS
Mobile: 6945 491 588, Tel: +30 22460 71077, Fax: +30 22460 71491

e-mail: information@kalodoukas.gr, www.kalodoukas.gr

H O L I D A Y S  &  Y A C H T I N G  S E R V I C E SH O L I D A Y S  &  Y A C H T I N G  S E R V I C E S
V. H . F .  C H A N N E L  6  “ L I B R A”
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EXPATCAT    by Vasilakis

More ExPatCat at: www.SymiGreece.com/expatcat.htm

#9  expatparty

SPORT NEWS of Symi
BY KYRIAKOS KARAKATSANIS kyriakosg21@yahoo.gr

FOOTBALL RESULTS 24/10: Α.Ο.S. – Thyela Pylonas 5-1 | 31/10: Rdiakos – Α.Ο.S. 0-2 | 10/11: 
Α.Ο.S. – Ε.Ν.Α 1-0 | 15/11: Ο.F.Istriou – Α.Ο.S. 1-2 | 22/11: Α.Ο.S. – Evagoras 0-2

BASKETBALL RESULTS 17/10: Elpida Petaloudon – Α.Ο.S.  70-30 | 25/10: Α.Ο.S. – Stavros 
Kalathion 72-46 | 7/11: Α.Ο.S.– Ε.Α. Kalymnoy 61-49 | 15/11: Kolegio Rodou – Α.Ο.S 72-46 | 22/11: 
Α.Ο.S. – Ilios Ialisou 59-63

ScOREBOARd
FOOTBALL Division B (7 games) - Men

1. Evagoras   21 7 0 0 27:0 (+27) 
2. Digenis   19 6 1 0 29:6 (+23) 
3. Aspis Salakou  17 5 2 0 20:4 (+16) 
4. A.O.S.  13 4 1 2 12:7 (+5) 
5. P.Α.S. Asklipiou  10 3 1 3 13:12 (+1) 
6. Ο.F. Ιstriou  9 3 0 4 13:12 (+1) 
7. Thyela Pylonas 8 2 2 3 17:11 (+6) 
8. E.N.A   7 2 1 4 11:17 (-6) 
9. Rodiakos  5 1 2 4 12:23 (-11) 
10. Apollon Apollonon  3 3 0 4 13:12 (+1)
11. Damagitos   3 1 0 6 7:42 (-35)
12. Petronas  0 0 0 7 3:31 (-28)

The 1st gets promoted to Group A1, the 2nd goes to a play-off 
game for promotion to A2, the 3rd gets promoted to A2, 4th 
goes to a play-off game for promotion to A2.

BASKETBALL Division B (6 games) - Men

1. Elpida Petaloudon 8 (4-0) 303-188 (+115) [5 games]
2. Kolegio Rodou 8 (4-0) 271-214 (+57) [5 games]
3. Α.Ο. Pantiliakos  8 (3-2) 269-267 (+2) 
4. Ε.Α. Kalymnou 7 (3-1) 259-208 (+51) [5 games]
5. Ilios Ialysou   7 (3-1) 236-186 (+50) [5 games]
6. A.O.S.  6 (1-4) 256-312 (-56) [5 games]
7. Kleovoulos Lindou 5 (1-3) 202-265 (-63) [4 games]
8. Stavros Kalathion 5 (0-5) 216-326 (-110) 
9. Eolos Kefalou  3 (0-3) 144-190 (-46) [3 games]

The 1st gets promoted to Group A. if Diagoras stays in the 
3rd National Division, the 2nd also gets promoted.

FOOTBALL Group B (6 games) - Juniors

1. Niki Rodou   18 6 0 0 24:2 (+22) 
2. P.Α.S. Asklipiou  13 4 1 1 12:5 (+7) 
3. Doksa Psinthou 12 4 0 1 16:6 (+10) [5 games] 
4. Apollon Kalathion 12 4 0 2 8:8 (0) 
5. Iraklis Lardou  12 4 0 2 19:6 (+13) 
6. Asteras Massaron 9 2 3 1 10:12 (-2) 
7. Digenis  7 2 1 2 6:6 (0) [5 games]
8. Kleovoulos   5 1 2 3 5:13 (-8) 
9. A.O.S  4 1 1 1 7:5 (+2) [3 games] 
10. Dorieas   0 0 0 5 3:17 (-14) [5 games]
11. Apollon Apollonon  0 0 0 5 0:15 (-15) [5 games]

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00   RHODES 15.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 14.45 SYMI  07.00 SYMI 06.30
RHODES 08.50 Δ    SYMI 16.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 15.00 RHODES 16.35 17.00 RHODES 08.50 09.15 RHODES 08.20 09.00
         SYMI 16.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 11.05 Δ PAN/TIS 10.50 12.00
                  SYMI 13.00 15.00
             RHODES 16.50 17.30

SYMI 19.20 Δ

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00   RHODES 15.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 14.45 SYMI  07.00 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ    SYMI 16.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 15.00 RHODES 16.35 17.00 RHODES 08.50 09.15 RHODES 16.50 17.30
         SYMI 16.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 11.05 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00 RHODES 17.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 17.00 RHODES 08.50 17.00 RHODES 16.50 17.30

SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

SYMI 07.00 RHODES 17.00 SYMI 07.00 SYMI 14.45 SYMI 15.00
RHODES 08.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ RHODES 08.50 15.00 RHODES 16.35 17.00 RHODES 16.50 17.30

SYMI 16.50 Δ SYMI 18.50 Δ SYMI 19.20

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  14.00 SYMI 07:00 SYMI 07.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00
SYMI 15.40 RHODES 08:40 09.00 RHODES 08.40 11.00 NISYROS 07.30 07.45 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45
   KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00 SYMI 12.35 13.05 TILOS 09.00 09.20 TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20
   RHODES 18.40 19.15 TILOS 15.15 15.30 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
   SYMI 20.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

   KOS 18.40 Δ KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
      RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  09.00
SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS07.30 07.45 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45 KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00
TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 RHODES 18.40 Δ
NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT PORT
A D A D A D A D A D A D

RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00 RHODES  09.00 RHODES  11.00 KOS  06.00
SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS07.30 07.45 KAS/ZO 13.40 14.00 SYMI 12.35 13.05 NISYROS 07.30 07.45
TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20 RHODES 18.40 Δ TILOS 15.15 15.30 TILOS 09.00 09.20
NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55 NISYROS 16.55 17.05 SYMI 11.30 11.55
KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15 KOS 18.40 Δ RHODES 13.35 14.15

KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05 KAS/ZO 18.55 19.05
RHODES 23.45 Δ RHODES 23.45 Δ

These published timetables are liable to change due to inclement weather and other unforeseen
 factors. Before you travel, you are adviced to check with the ferry company directly.
Symi Office : Tel: 2246071444 Fax: 2246071373
Rhodes Office : Tel: 2241037769 Fax: 2241034493
BOOKING ON LINE: www.anes.gr

-

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIME

FROM 13/11/09  UNTIL  20/12/09
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

TIME TIME

PROTEUS

FROM 21/12/09  UNTIL  03/01/10
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

TIME

TIME TIME

-

TIME TIME TIME TIME

FROM 04/01/10  UNTIL  10/01/10
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

TIME TIME

-

TIME TIME TIME TIME

SYMI II
FROM  11/11/09  UNTIL  29/11/09

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIMETIME TIME TIME TIME

TIME TIME

FROM  21/12/09  UNTIL  03/01/10

TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME

-

MONDAY TUESDAY
FROM  04/01/10  UNTIL  10/01/10

FROM  30/11/09  UNTIL  20/12/09
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

TIME

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIME TIME

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

TIME

- -

-

SUNDAY
TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME

WEDNESDAY

ANONYMOUS NAUTICAL
COMPANY OF SYMI

Rodiakos – Α.Ο.S, Photo © rodoslive.com
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